Dog Event & Festival

Atoolkit to help you evaluate dog-friendly events and make more
informed decisions about keeping your safe at festivals,
gatherings, and public outings.
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Austin is one of the most dog-friendly cities in the country, and dog-friendly events, festivals, markets, and
pop-ups happenyear-round. Taking your dog to events can be a wonderful bonding experience, but events also
come with unique risks including heat exposure, overstimulation, unfamiliar dogs, loud noises, escape
opportunities, and limited access to veterinary care.

Unlike the other guides in our series, this one is less about evaluating a business and more about preparing
yourself and your dog for the event environment. As with the other guides in our series, this guide is not
intended to discourage you from bringing your dog to events. It is a tool to help you prepare inadvance and
evaluate whether a specific event is a good fit for your dog.

Is your dog comfortable in crowds, around loud music, and with lots of stimulation?
Does your dog do well around unfamiliar dogs, including dogs that may approach without warning?
Is your dog reactive to children, strollers, bikes, loud noises, or sudden movements?

How does your dog handle heat?
This is critical especially for events in Austin or across Texas. Outdoor events will often take place in direct sun during
summer months. Without reliable access to shade or water, dogs can easily overheat.

Does your dog have reliable leash manners, or will a crowded space be stressful for both of you?

Remember: It’s okay to decide that events aren’t right for your dog! Like humans, some dogs don’t thrive in
crowded or public spaces. Leaving yourdog home (or with a trusted sitter) can also be the most loving decision.

Does the event explicitly welcome dogs, or is it just “dog-tolerant”?

Dog-friendly events should have intentional accommodations, notjust an absence of a “no dogs” policy.
Does the event list any pet policies?

Leashrequirements, vaccination requirements, pet-specific areas (cooling or water stations), pet registration, etc.
Is there shaded seating, water stations, or cooling areas designated for dogs? Is the space fenced in?
Are there designated relief areas (potty stations) for dogs?
Does the event have a plan forlost or separated dogs?
Is there veterinary support or afirst aid station on-site or nearby?
Are there areas of the event that are off-limits to dogs (food vendor areas, stages, indoor spaces)?
Has your dog been to a similar event before? If not, consider starting with a smaller, less stimulating event.

__ Pro-tip: Whenin doubt, ask these three questions and if the answerisn’t aresounding “yes!” to all three, this
=/~ event might not be right for your dog (and that’s okl!):
e |sthe eventdesigned foryourdogto bethere?

e Willyour dog enjoy being there?
e \Vill other people or dogs enjoy your dog being there?









