Adventure Daycare

Atoolkit to help you evaluate enrichment-based and outdoor
adventure daycare programs for your
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If your dog lives for mud puddles, trail sniffs, and the kind of tired that only comes from a full day outside, enrichment
and adventure daycare programs might be their dream come true. These programs are growing fast across Austin and
beyond, offering everything from hiking and swimming to scent work and agility.

Every adventure comes with its own set of considerations, though. Outdoor environments, weather, water safety,
wildlife, and transportation to off-site locations all introduce questions that our traditional daycare guides don't
address. This guide is here to help you ask them, so you can find a program where your silly goose thrives.

Not every dogis a good fit for every type of enrichment program. Consider the following before enrolling:
Does your dog enjoy new environments, or do unfamiliar settings cause stress?

Is yourdog comfortable around otherdogsin unstructured, open settings?

Does yourdog have reliable recall, or will they need to be leashed at all times?

Does yourdog have any physical limitations, joint issues, or health conditions that could be aggravated by hiking,
swimming, or vigorous activity?

Isyourdogreactive to wildlife, cyclists, joggers, or other environmental stimuli?

How does your dog handle heat and extreme weather?

What specific enrichment activities are offered? Canyou opt your dog in or out of activities?

Examples: hiking, swimming/water play, scent work, agility, puzzle toys, decompression walks, sensory gardens, etc.
How are activities tailored to individual dogs’ energy levels, sizes, and temperaments?
What does a typical day look like from drop-off to pick-up?

Ask fora sample schedule. Understand the balance between activity and rest periods and flag any concerns.
Are dogs transported to off-site locations for activities?

If yes, how are dogs secured during transport? Check out our Pet Transportation Guide for more questions and support.
How much time do dogs spend in active enrichment vs. downtime/rest?

Are there indoor options or shelter available if weather becomes unsafe?

What is the staff-to-dog ratio during activities?

Ratios may need to be lower (more staff per dog) for outdoor and adventure activities comparedto traditional daycare.
What training and certifications do staff members have?

Look for: canine first aid/CPR, behavior/body language training, outdoor safety certifications, Fear Free or similar.
Are staff trained to identify and respond to heat stroke, dehydration, injuries, snake bites, or allergic reactions?
How do they manage group dynamics during unstructured outdoor play?

Is there always a staff member with line-of-sight on every dog, or do dogs explore independently?









