EVALUATION GUIDE

Dog Park

A toolkit to help you evaluate public and private dog parks and make
more informed decisions about where your plays off-leash.
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Dog parks can be one of the best parts of your dog's week. The zoomies, the sniff circuits, the full-body-
wiggle greeting with their favorite park friend. For alot of dogs, off-leash play is where they come alive.

But not every park s the same, and not every visit goes smoothly. Public parks and private membership
parks each come with their own set of considerations. This guide covers both. Whether you're scoping out a
new neighborhood park or considering a membership somewhere, the questions here will help you think
through what to look for, what to ask, and how to set your silly goose up for the safest, happiest time off-leash.

Free orlow-cost, opentoall Paid membership orday pass
Minimal or no entry requirements May require vaccination proof, temperament screening
Typically unstaffed; dog owner self-regulation Often staffed with attendants monitoring play
Variable maintenance Typically better maintained
No control over capacity or who enters Capacity limits and controlled access

ﬁk Remember: neither is automatically better. A well-managed public park can be great. A poorly run private
park can have realrisks too. The questions below apply to both.

It's okay if the answeris "not yet" or "not ever"! Many dog owners choose not to visit dog parks. Group training classes,
structured playdates, or calm walks with a buddy can be great alternatives. Remember, like humans, some dogs aren’t
social butterflies and may prefertojust hangout in their backyard.

Is your dog up-to-date on all vaccinations?
Be sure to talk with your vet about bordetella, leptospirosis, and canine influenza, in addition to core vaccines, flea,
tick, and heartworm preventatives.

Is your dog old enough?
Puppiesunder 4 months who haven't completed their vaccination series should not visit dog parks.
Does your dog have reliable recall in distracting environments?
Is your dog comfortable around unfamiliar dogs and people?
Does your dog resource guard toys, treats, or water?

Is your dog showing any signs of illness?









